One Adventure Finishes the Next Begins!
The last nine months of the Volvo Ocean Race has definitely not been dull. It has been a rollercoaster ride of emotions, physical endurance, jubilation, disappointment, frustration, excitement and above all anticipation to see if all our effort would have been worth it!

The last part I wrote about was the trials of Rio, which looking back now was one of the lowest points in the race for the Pirates, luckily though other teams were having a harder time and it is all relative! The last great challenge was the Atlantic Ocean. I have done 5 Atlantic crossing and in my experience the Atlantic never lets you away with an easy ride, she always has to leave her mark! This leg was by far the most stressful, the boats were really competing for second place between Pirates, Movistar and Brazil. The first part of the leg was upwind in 25-35knots, exactly what you don’t want to do in a Volvo 70!! I was so nervous as we had made some changes to make some of the systems better, and to say the least they were taking a pounding!!! Everything held up well, for the Pirates, unfortunately not so well with ABN AMRO 2 with the loss of ‘Hans’ and the total loss of Movistar. It is unfortunate but ever since the inception of the ‘Whitbread’ through to the Volvo this is what the race is about and why we go out and try t conquer the world and win the race. The ultimate challenge of mother nature and ‘life at the extreme’.
On arrival in Portsmouth, old ‘Pom Rock’ put on a beauty for us. Driving rain, 35 knots of breeze and freezing temperatures, or that I at least what it felt like after being in Rio. The Brazilians rented Campers shed, put the boat in it ad turned the Heaters up full blast, got their bikinis out and partied like normal. Meanwhile the rest of us were left out in the cold, trying to sort the problems the Atlantic had left and deal with the weather!

After this we were off to Rotterdam. The first 7 months of the Volvo are spent working and being totally dedicated to the team and the boat. The last 2 months are when you make up for missing all the parties of the last 7 months. Rotterdam played a blinder. There was little to do to the boat as it was such a short stopover, and everyone could feel the end of the race was so close! Baja beach club provided the entertainment, with a capacity crown of 1500 people, we were definitely making up for the last 7 months of being locked away!!

And to the Finish. Sweden. With the boys pulling out a first on the final leg it was jubilation for the team. The Black Pearl had finally showed her true colours. She was capable and fully up to standard. Which was amazing after being so late in the water before the race in Spain! With a quick exit we were to be back a week later to pick the Pearl up and take her to the premiere of the movie in London. With light winds all the way there we did not really get her up to any great speeds but it was nice to sail the boat without the pressure or worry of breaking or testing things. We just had to get her safely to the dock in London  and then to her final resting place in Gosport England.
The Premiere of the movie I probably one of the greatest single experiences of my life. Although we did not get to see the movie, we took all the Disney executives and some of the Actors through London bridge with the boat fully lit up with string lighting, being shot at with high power ‘Hollywood’ spot lamps. We droped the guests off in style at the VIP after party, where Johnny Depp, Keira and Orlando were hanging out and then proceeded to dock the boat and go and join them. This was one of the greatest parties of my life!! One of the best features of the party was the dance floor had a 30ft screen above it, playing a reel of the Black Pearl off Melbourne just smoking at over 35 knots boatspeed all the way through the night.

We literally left the party at 7:00am got on the boat started the engine and headed for Gosport, to say we were recovering a week later was an understatement.

This Pirates adventure was one of the greatest and hardest thing I have ever done in my life. I sacrificed a lot to get where I am now, but it has been worth it every step of the way. Within a few days of finishing I was contacted By Victory Challenge, the Swedish Americas cup team. They made me an offer and I accepted. So it looks like I am off to Valencia for the next 10 months. I will keep you up to date now that I am more settled and hopefully see you out on the racetrack soon!!!

