Melbourne and Home

We finally got the boat away into the Volvo boats into Southern Ocean. The last week was full on! We gained some momentum after the import race, with a new job list the game was on, upgrading and fine tuning systems. There was also a lot of emphasis on the keel system which has now been considerably sped up. That was all well and good for the import race however it has to be reliable for the next 6800 miles at least!!! We spent a number of days out testing all of the systems, scratching heads and chasing gremlins. It was great to be able to have this small amount of time to fine tune things.

Looking at the position report and reading the emails from the Pearl, the boys seem as happy as they can be. Although the light spell before the first ice gate seemed to have them a bit excited and anxious, they have settled back into heading south. By all reports the boat is working well.

After they left Melbourne we deconstructed the tents and were let loose for a couple of days. The shore team were on standby until the 16th just in case we were needed in Wellington so I went to catch up with a few friends and took a trip along the Great Ocean road. Went to the beach and got my feet wet in the Southern Ocean and the Bass Strait, pretty cool! The drive led to the beach, my first echidna experience and my first wild Koala adventure. Although I would not really describe them as WILD! More like sleepy. We had some nice meals in the City and luckily nobody got a phone call so the next stop was the airport for the 23hour flight home. 

Home time, although we had a week before the boat got to Melbourne it couldn’t really have been classified as a holiday. On standby to go and pick the boat up, where ever it may have fallen. So with a couple of days of free time, I used them to ‘Pimp my ride’. The mighty Citroen Saxo was due for a bit of well earned maintenance. Performance enhancements including, new Alpine stereo system, a 4 inch stainless steel exhaust system, along with induction kit. The chariot has been brought up to speed and volume. Other jobs included getting a load more electronics parts to take to Rio as it is not going to be so easy to explain to ‘Pablo’ exactly what I need! It also seems like all the people I know are getting married. There are 7 people I know getting married in the next year. Meanwhile I am busy looking for a house on the Island. Some little pad in Cowes where I can add to my collection of toys!

It will be interesting what the future holds, there is some talk of Victory challenge starting up again, with 2 new boats being built, and in need of some electronics wizardry and a bit of sailing. The new Leopard project is looking exciting and there are a number of TP52 projects that will have a very competitive summer. March brings the new adventure of Rio de Janeiro and another diabolical trip the American embassy in London to see if they will let me come and do some yachting on their shores. There will also be the ongoing development of the Saxo. March is not going to be a great sailing month, other than the stuff I do with the Black Pearl, testing and tweeking the systems. I was going to do St.Barts Bucket with ‘Unfurled’ but the Pirates have me in shackles!!

Stay Tuned to see what Rio brings!!

