Week 3 

The big WAIT!

The best way to describe this week is, Standby to Standby. We have been waiting for the Black Pearl. The temperature in Melbourne has been up to 40 degrees Celsius. Air conditioning has been installed in the containers. No worries about any carbon work not curing here! Team instructions this week were to rest! So we have overdosed on food, sleep, sunshine and some American reality TV custom car shows like ‘Monster Garage’, ‘American Chopper’ and ‘Marine machines’. High Fives all round.  We will only have 9 days to repair the boat and get her up and running again. Keel systems, Structure, Rig, Electronics are all on the jobs list. There are going to be a few very late nights!! Kite boards, Bikes cars, and girlfriends are all being put away for the onslaught of the next 9 Days.
We have bolstered the team with some new boat builders to help with the repairs. The Black Pearl will also be fully x-rayed to look for delamination or any other anomalies that have occurred in the Southern Ocean. The ABN boats are already up in their cradles, with Movistars rig coming out as I write this. The area in the docklands where the bases are located have become a hive of activity. At the start of last week it was an empty piece of unused dockland. This week it doesn’t really matter what happens outside these walls, as there is only one focus on everyone’s minds ‘GET THE BOATS FIXED!’ The sailors families are all here and eager to get some time with their loved ones. 
It has been a long leg for the guys and frustrating in the fact that the whole second half they have not really been able to push the boat. In the last set of emails that came out of the boat there were however a number of good points that have come out of this trip. The computers which installed after the disasters of leg one have been a success. The way I have been able to judge this is in the fact that the emails coming off the boat are getting longer and longer. Looking back to the first part after leaving Captown the boat positioning and speed were good and although it was disappointing they fell off the back of the weather system and this allowed ABN 1 slip away. It meant that Jules was getting the data and the software and systems in place were allowing him to make the right decisions. In some respects it may have been a good thing they fell of the back of the weather system, as the Pearl might not have held up to the pace? Then the shore team would have had to endure more time of American reality shows. (no more high fives please!)

During the last week I have also been working on lining up some future projects. By the looks of the next 2 years it is potentially a very busy time. There are going to be new maxi projects in the pipeline, some software and systems development on existing products that I am working with. By the looks of things there will also be some Open 60 work and some TP52 developments and with out a doubt I will be back to pimp up some of the Super yachts for racing. Its going to be an exciting time!

Well I am going to go and get my gear ready. The Black Pearl is due in just after midnight. We have dinner at the base and the game will develop from there. One more full meal and then we are snacking between jobs for the next nine days!
Time to Dig In………..

