January  7/01/06 – Wk 1

This week has been spent recovering from both 2005 and the Christmas Period. I have been preparing for my next trip to Australia, where I will catch up with the Pirates of the Caribbean to see that destruction has been caused by the Southern Ocean! 2005 was a big year that had led to a number of new and exciting opportunities. A brief summary of 2005 will be enough of an explanation as to what I have been up to and what comes next.

Jan – Feb This saw the completion of the sy ‘Ghost’ Project, the 122” Carbon Luca Brenta designed Superyacht. The boat was built at Green Marine UK and then finished at Vitters in Holland. This is one of the most advanced and lightweight Superyacts in the world today. I arrived the day after the Rig went in and spent the next 2 months setting up the systems and fine tuning the computers systems. At the same time we saw some phenomenal performance from this new style of Superyacht.
March – June This period was the highlight of the year, race prepping ‘Leopard of London’ the Reichel Pugh 98” water ballasted Super-Maxi for the 2005 Rolex Transatlantic Race, with a full electronics refit and performance enhancements. It was a frenetic time living in Newport Rhode Island. The boat was also hit by lightning the week before the race which led to a complete new electronics system having to be installed in record time! The race was punishing on Leopard, the mix of the Warm Gulf Stream and the Cold Labrador Current gave bad sea conditions. Leopard however pushed through to get a second in class and an astonishing fastest 24hr run for her class.
July – This was finally some home time, as there had only been 4 days off in the previous seven months! It gave me the opportunity to develop some systems ideas and some other electronic ideas that I could use in the future. It also saw the completion of my home server and network system. During this period I took the time to do some different sailing and got involved with the setup of ‘Italia’ the 12m and then winning the British Classics regatta. It was a great time with this being the first time the boat had been out of the shed in 5 years.
August – This was fully back to business as usual. There were a number of smaller electronics projects back in the UK. One of the main ones being some upgrades on Chernikeeff the Farr 52. Cowes wee was eventful as ever but the older Farr52’s which were once unbeatable now no match for the new generation of TP52’s.

September – Straight after Cowes week was the start of the preparation for the 2005 Maxi Worlds in Sardinia. This year’s campaign was on ‘Unfurled’ the 114” Frers designed and Royal Huisman Built Superyacht. This is one serious piece of hardware. It may not be a thoroughbred racer but it is pushed to what seems to be its indestructible limits. The event was windy which was great for the boat and with 7 other Superyachts involved it made for some unimaginable sailing. Hundreds of tons of luxury materials being forced around the aggressive and beautiful landscape of Sardinia. The main opposition was ‘Ghost’ which I had been involved with at the start of the year. It was a big week that came right down to the last day. ‘Unfurled’ Maxi World Champion, Superyacht division! Afer this I spent some time with ‘Open Season’ in ‘WALLY’ world for their promotional photo-shoot. It was a glamorous month, that was to lead to greater things!
October – December- I returned home to the UK where I had some new computer installs with ‘Stay Calm’ the Swan 70 in Hamble and it was then that the phone call came! The Pirates of the Caribbean Volvo Team, were just about to start the mammoth task of what was called ‘Pimp My Ride’, which was 10 days and nights of serious VO70 tune up time, with the boat in the shed and a team of over 30 people to tear the boat apart and get it ready for the Start. That was only in 4 weeks!! Every system was checked every wire was traced and diagrams and plans for the future were made. This was still early days for the VO70 and as we learnt there was still plenty more to do but unfortunately time was not on our side. Next stop Cascais to unfortunately pack the boat up and get it on the Antinov plane! Then a week later Cape Town to put the Black Pearl back together again. On a limited timescale all the major electronics work was done and this allowed me to get back to Northern Ireland for Christmas for the first time in 4 years and then back to Cowes.
